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Summary

Potentials of Production and Marketing for Important crops in
Siwa Oasis in light of available agricultural resources

Dalia Abd-El Hamid Yassin
Researcher- Agriculture Economic Research Institute

Sustainable agricultural development is considered the basis of the overall development
of the community. The importance of this development increase in the border governorates such
as Marsa Matrouh. It is divided into three sectors according to water sources used in agriculture.
Siwa Oasis represent one of the sectors as it depends on ground water.

This research aims to study the current situation in Siwa, and the possibilities of development
using the available agricultural resources.

The study is based on the descriptive analytical during the period (2000-2011).The
research has achieved that both Olives and Dates are the main crops cultivated in Siwa, they
represented 52% and 36% of the total crop area in Siwa during the period (2000-2005)
respectively , and approximately 46% and 36% during the period ( 2006-2011 ).

The most important results are:

1. Olive production in the Siwa represents about 38% of the production of Marsa Matrouh
Governorate during (2006-2011).

2. There is a tendency to cultivate new varieties such as Dulce, Kalamata, Picual,
Korotana, Manzanillo.

3. The most problems face Olives in Siwa are the large size and height of the trees,
which leads to low productivity, and increase the spread of pests and diseases, in
addition to the distant, which affect negatively on marketing the crop.

4. The Capacity available to the olive mills in Siwa is enough for the available production
but some of them are not using modern technology.

5. The total area of date palms in Siwa, represents about 6% of the total area of the
palms in Egyptin 2011, and the production of Siwa represents about 96% of the
production of Marsa Matrouh Governorate during the period (2006-2011).

By studying SWOT analysis, the research found that increasing the area cultivated by

Olive and Palms and the high productivity, as well as their efficiency in water use are the most
important strengths points. While the lack of Olives varieties used in oil production, and the
inadequacy of the cultivated varieties of dates for export, as well as insufficient manufacturing
capacities available using modern technology for extracting oil from Olives or drying and
packing Dates are the most important weaknesses.
The research found that there are export opportunities available for both products Olives and
Dates due to the increase in the global demand, in addition to opportunities to increase
investments in the expansion of both agriculture and industries based on Olives and Palms. The
research indicated that the potential climate changes and failure to implement a specific
strategy for the development of the industries based on Olives and Dates are the most
important challenges.

In the light of the results reached by the research, it is recommended to:
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Establish a large modern factory for the production of Olive oil and another for drying
and packing Dates.

Encourage the establishment of cooperatives and NGOs to have a role in products
marketing.
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