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ABSTRACT

The global economy is facing rapid changes that require government agencies to mobilize efforts towards
developing national economic plans and reforms that adapt to fluctuations in oil prices and global economic
recession, as well as the steady increase in the pace of population growth. The Kingdom's Vision 2030
touched upon these future challenges early, starting with the National Transformation Program 2020 to
translate strategic goals into concrete implementation initiatives, within a time-bound governance framework
based on interim indicators to measure and follow-up performance. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia possesses
many urban heritage sites, the investment of which is an important economic resource in support of
comprehensive national development plans. This paper aims to develop mechanisms to strengthen local
community partnership as one of the factors in activating investment in urban heritage sites in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. This paper relied on the theoretical and descriptive approach through documentary research
in the literature on the role of community partnership as one of the pillars of tourism development; then,
extrapolating the role of community partnership locally and its positive effects in three selected projects for
urban heritage sites in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study recommended expanding the role of
cooperative societies as part of the investment system in urban heritage sites, to achieve economic returns for
the local community and to enhance the residents' belonging to their heritage and cultural values.
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