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The Role of Contractual Agriculture in Bridging The Food Gap of Maize Crop in Egyptian
Agriculture

Al-Dalee, A. M. A.
Agricultural Economics Research Institute

ABSTRACT

The objective of the research was to identify the production and consumption aspects of the maize crop in
Egypt during the period from 2000 to 2015 by studying the productive and economic indicators of the Syrian maize
crop, the development of the food gap, the imports of the maize crop in Egypt, Self-sufficiency ratios of maize crop
in Egypt, in addition to the mechanism of implementation of contract farming in Egyptian agriculture. The study
reached several results, the most important of which are the following:The highest summer crops in 2015 in terms of
return on the invested pound is the peanut yield of about 1.81, while the yield on the pound invested for maize corn
about 0.67, which is a low return compared to other crops competing in the same season, which makes the turnout
On low farming. The estimate of the size of the food gap showed that it ranged between a minimum of 3067
thousand tons in 2004 and a maximum of 8188 thousand tons in 2011 with an average annual rate of about 5671.75
thousand tons. It was also found that the self-sufficiency ranged from a minimum of The average time of the year
was about 40.77% in 2015 and the maximum reached 65.57% in 2004 with an engineering average of 52.57%. The
estimation of the general time trend equations for the most important economic variables available for maize
consumption showed that there was an increasing general trend at a statistical annual growth rate of about 1, 8%,
and the annual increase amounted to 213.9 thousand tons per year.Egypt's imports of maize during the study period
ranged from a low of about 1934.82 thousand tons in 2009 to a maximum of 7041.79 tons in 2011 at an annual
average of 4755.27 thousand tons. Ranging between a minimum of about $ 360.01 million in 2004 and a maximum
of $ 2178.28 million in 2011 at an annual average of $ 1088.67 million. The estimate of the general time trend
equation shows that there is an increasing general trend at an annual rate of about 10.8%, equivalent to about 117.58
million dollars.The need to expand the strategic crops by the application of the law to determine the area of rice so
as not to exceed 1.76 million acres in the provinces to be cultivated, and not to grow in the governorates of Upper
Egypt, and provide an area of about 1.06 thousand acres, in addition to providing an area of 200 thousand acres of
As well as providing an area of 500 thousand feddans of area allocated for the cultivation of both vegetables and
other crops, and thus can provide 701.1 thousand feddans are directed to grow corn crop to contribute to increase
production by 2.19 million tons and raise the self-sufficiency to reach About 56.97%, which contributes to the
reduction of imports by 32.3% And the expansion of the cultivation of maize crop in new lands, especially the
project of one and a half million acres, which began the reclamation of half a million acres, especially west of Minya
and Assiut Governorate, and the new areas reclaimed in Upper Egypt.A survey of farmers' views on the research
sample on contract farming showed that 86% of the sample farmers welcomed the idea of contract farming. About
75% of the sample farmers consider contracting as a marketing method better than free marketing, reducing
marketing risks and stabilizing agricultural income. , While the farmers' proposals on setting the contract price
differed among them. About 18% of them expressed the need to rely on the international price, while about 25% of
the farmers believe that a reasonable profit margin could be used as a basis for determining the contract price. % Of
farmers that determine the price j B to be based on the price guarantee so that at least the price it regardless of the
world price, and Finally, about 39% of the farmers in the research sample said that production costs should be
considered especially in view of the increasing and continuous increase in the prices of production materials. About
60% of the research sample farmers believe that agricultural cooperatives play an important role in the success of
contract farming.A survey of agricultural workers in the research sample on contract farming revealed that 74% of
the workers and workers in the agricultural associations in the sample indicated that they welcomed the idea of
contract farming, while about 63% of the agricultural associations agreed that courses or seminars were held in the
field of contractual agriculture , And asked about the role that can be added by the association to activate the
contractual agriculture, 85% expressed their conviction for the possibility of aggregation of dwarf holdings, and see
about 75% of the owners of agricultural associations that the cooperative societies have a role in the success of
contract farming for the existence of expertise And 90% of the members of the agricultural associations accept them
to carry out the role assigned to them provided that they provide material incentives, 76% of the members of the
Association consider that the facilities of the associations qualify them to play their role in terms of the places of
storage and stores where the crops are stored
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