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Figure (5): Trends of production and Consumption of wheat (million Ton)
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AN ECONOMIC STUDY OF THE CURRENT AND FUTURE
SITUATION OF WHEAT PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION
IN EGYPT

Shakra, Yousra E. A.
Dept. of Agricultural Economics and Agri-business, Faculty of Agriculture-Menoufia University

ABSTRACT: The wheat crop is one of the most important and strategic agricultural grain crops, and
the main source of bread for most of the world’s population, especially the developing countries. The war
between Russia and Ukraine and the possibility of Russia and Ukraine leaving the grain export market
sparked widespread controversy over the issue of importing wheat for Egypt. This research deals with the
current and future situation of wheat production and consumption, the evolution of the size of the gap, the
percentage of self-sufficiency in wheat, and the means and methods for overcoming the wheat gap in
Egypt during the period 2000-2029. It was shown that the cultivated area and productivity of the wheat
crop increased during the period 2000-2020, with annual growth rates of about 1.05% and 0.99%
annually for each, respectively, and accordingly the total production growth rate reached about 1.04%
annually during the same period, and it was found that the Sharkiya, Beheira, and Dakahlia governorates
account for about 31% of the average total area planted with wheat during the period 2010-2020. These
governorates produce nearly a third of the Egyptian production of wheat during the same period. In terms
of productivity, the governorates of Menoufia, Giza and Dakahlia achieved the highest productivity ranks
among the wheat-producing governorates. It was also found that the rate of increase in acre costs
exceeded the rate of increase in the total yield per acre of the wheat crop during the period 2000-2020,
which resulted in an increase in the net yield per acre at a lower rate, as well as a decrease in net
yield/costs by about -3.1% annually. It was found that the cost of import is lower than the cost of local
production.

According to the estimates of the gap using the general trend method, it is expected to increase to reach
about 19.2 million tons in 2029, while according to the estimates of the gap using the second method, it is
expected to increase during the future years at relatively low rates to reach about 16.4 million tons in
2029. Due to the fluctuation of the total quantity of Egypt’s imports of wheat during the period 2013-
2020, the relative importance of the wheat exporting markets to the Egyptian market fluctuated, despite
this, the Ukrainian and Russian market remains the largest market from which Egypt imports its needs of
wheat.

The reclamation and cultivation of new lands are considered one of the most important long-term axes to
reduce the wheat gap in Egypt, as well as implementing a balanced price policy for wheat that would
motivate farmers to expand wheat production in the short term, Vertical expansion programs and policies
to produce new varieties of wheat with high productivity and disease resistance. In addition to the
establishment of silos with large storage capacities and high efficiency that reduce wheat waste,
rationalize the consumption of flour and bread, and establish a policy to support bread that ensures that
the subsidy reaches its beneficiaries and limits the use of flour or bread as feed for poultry and animals.

Key words: Wheat - production and consumption — future food gap- Self-sufficiency - supply and
demand




