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The Competitiveness of Egyptian strawberry in the Most Important International Markets

Ghada S. H. Saleh
Agricultural Economics Research Institute — Agric. Research Center

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to study the current status and competitiveness of strawberry crop during the period (2010-2016) by
studying the following: (1) The most important Production and export indicators of strawberry during the period (2000-2016), (2)
the current state of foreign trade of strawberries in international markets, (3) the distribution of Egyptian strawberry exports, and
(4) the most important indicators of the competitiveness of Egyptian strawberries. To reach the research goals its adopted on the
descriptive and quantitative analysis methods for the most important economic indicators of the competitiveness of Egyptian
strawberriessuch as, Revealed Comparative Advantage, market share, market penetration coefficient, price competitiveness,
ability of export requirements, efficiency of export operations. The quantity and value of exports and export prices increased at
an annual growth rate of 24.7%, 40.7% and 16% of the average. Production and exports to production at an annual growth rate of
11.7%, 13% of the average during the study period. The most important countries exporting strawberries are Spain, USA,
Mexico, Netherlands, Belgium, Egypt, Greece, Morocco, Turkey, Italy, France, Germany, which exports about 92.77% of the
world's total exports. The most important importers of strawberries in the world are USA, Canada, Germany, France, UK,
Russian Federation, Italy, Netherlands, Belgium , Austria, Switzerland, Czech Republic, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
Which imports about 82.53% of the world'stotal imports. The study found that 81.06% of the Egyptian strawberry exports are
concentrated in nine countries: Saudi Arabia, Belgium, United Kingdom, United Arab Emirates, Germany, Netherlands, Kuwait,
France, Russian Federation, importing about 20.09%, 11.69%, 11.50%, 7.92%, 7.79%, 7.71%, 6.09%, 4.72%, 2.74% Of the
average quantity of exportsDuring the study period. The Revealed Comparative Advantage of Egyptian strawberry exports
during the period 2010-2016 is greater than the one in all years of study. Which means there is a comparative advantage of
Egyptian strawberry exports. The markets of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the United Kingdom were the largest importers of
Egyptian strawberries, accounting for 84.61%, 74.48% and 53.77% of total strawberry imports in these markets. The Egyptian
exports of strawberries occupied the leading market in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and UAE, accounting for about 59%, 49% and 36%
of strawberry consumption in these markets, which means the breadth of these markets and easy access to them. The study of the
Egyptian strawberry price competitiveness for American strawberry prices in both the Saudi market and the Kuwaiti market
shows that it is larger than the one. This means that Egyptian strawberries have a price advantage over their American
competitors in those markets. The number of strawberry exports in Belgium was the most stable, followed by the United States of
America, the Netherlands, Spain, Italy, Germany, Mexico, France, Morocco and Greece, with 0.16, 0.27, 0.27, 0.30, 0.37 , 0.50,
0.53, 0.54, 0.74, 0.97 respectively during the study period. The export efficiency of the strawberry was achieved during the
period (2000-2016), where the average was estimated at 191.07%, which means the profitability of exporting strawberries to the
foreign market compared to the local market.
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