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THE STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF YOUTH USING THE
INTERNET AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Kh. T. EL-Feel and A. |I. Abousalem

Damanhour university, agriculture collage

ABSTRACT: Youth represent high ratio of population especially in developing
countries. If youth are in right concern, the development goes in right path. This search
aims to explore youth use the internet and the social, economic, psychological and
cultural effects of internet and social media towards youth. Data were collected from
village of Sidi Ghazy and EL-Hadaik region in Kafr ELdawar city in Kafr Eldawar restrict
in El-behera Governorate. Systematic random sample (186 respondents) was taken from
rural youth (18-35 years) and 78 respondents were taken from EL-Hadaik region in the
same age category.

Analytical study pointed that youth spend 4.6 hours daily on the internet and 4.1 on
social media. Negative effects considered to social effects are 38.17% on rural youth
against 38.46% on urban youth while negative psychological affect are 37.63% on rural
youth against 33.33% on urban youth. Positive effects considered to economic effects
are 68.82% on rural youth against 64.1% on urban youth while positive cultural affects
are 76.88% on rural youth against 73.08% on urban youth.

The study uses Chi square, t test and Ratio. It tests 9 independent variables. These
variables whose have significant relationships with axis of dependent variable (the
effects of using internet and social media toward youth) and the use of internet are,
family size, educational level and the benefit of using internet and social media While 6
independent variables have no effects. Results pointed that significant difference
between axes of dependent variable social, economic, psychological and cultural effects
of internet and social media towards youth in rural and urban area by using t test. Finally,
step wise regression shows that the relative influence of axes of dependent variable are
psychotically effect then social effect after that economic effect finally cultural effect. In
nut shell, rural and urban youth need for more concerning from family and society to
overcome negative effects of internet and social media.

Key words: Youth, Internet, Social media, the effects.
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